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CHANGE OF TYPE.

So far we have supposed well-defined specimens of
each type, but in practice we meet with many transitional
forms. Thus the southerly type may merge by insensible
gradations into either the easterly or westerly, but in no
case can it grow into the northerly. Similarly the
westerly type may approximate on either side towards
the southerly or northerly, but never jump suddenly into
the easterly. In like manner the northerly and easterly
types can only merge into those next to themselves on
either side, but never into their opposites. This is
obvious when we reflect that the types are determined by
the surrounding anticyclones, and that a slight shift of
one of these latter may modify the type very materially
on either side, while a change to an opposite type would
involve a total rearrangement of pressure over the whole
northern hemisphere.

In a few cases we have been able to point out signs of
an impending change of type, but unfortunately the
forecaster is often confronted by very sudden altera-
tions in the whole distribution of pressure over the
northern hemisphere. Future research may perhaps
some day lead to 'the detection of more certain symptoms
of change, though at present we can say but little.

NORTH-EAST MOHSOON.

But perhaps the nature of European types will be
more readily comprehended if we give some illustrations
of the Indian monsoons. These will be very valuable